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[ Janet and Glen Belbeck say their farmhouse chic kitchen, and other renovations, improved the value of their home significantly.

Calgary couple
renovates instead
of moving and
loves the result

KAREN DURRIE
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ifteen years ago, Glen and Janet
F Belbeck moved into their brand

new spec home in McKenzie
Towne’s Inverness area. Back then,
the community sat at the extreme end
of the city, with coyotes, deer and rab-
bits frolicking in the fields nearby.

More than a dozen years later,
the couple, with two kids grown up
and moved out, decided to purchase
a McKenzie Lake home with their
dream view of the mountains, over-
looking the Bow River.

But when the economy went
sideways, and their Inverness home’s
outdated country kitchen failed to
impress buyers who had showhomes
to choose from in newer neighbour-
hoods, the Belbecks decided to
stay put and invest in a large-scale
renovation.

Their country-kitsch home was
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transformed into modern farmhouse
chic, and the pair could not be hap-
pier with the result.

“It was an easy decision, because
we loved the area and love what
we’ve got here. So instead we said,
we’ll take out some half-walls and

GLEN AND JANET

walls, open it up and modernize it,”
Glen said.

Enter M.A.D. Renovations.

The Belbecks met owners Sharon
and Lawrence Muller at the Calgary
Home Show in late 2015, and hired
them shortly after.

Following a review of features and
finishing photos torn from magazines,
the pair did a whirlwind one-day
shopping trip with Sharon to select
cabinetry, flooring, paint colours,
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countertop quartz, light fixtures,
kitchen appliances and cream por-
celain backsplash tiles that look like
aged-brick.

“I come in to do the interior design
work and colour selections so they
are not sent off lost on their own, and
then my husband takes off in the field
and makes the vision a reality with all
our tradespeople,” Sharon Muller said.

With selections done, M.A.D. cre-
ated a design using 3D software that
would give Glen and Janet a visual
of what their space would look like
when completed.

In April, the company went to
work tearing apart the two-storey
home’s main floor, creating an
open-concept space that flows more
harmoniously and allows for light to
fill the home.

The timing was perfect for the
Belbecks, because they usually head to
Arizona in April, and they were away
for the first five weeks of the renova-
tions, avoiding some of the chaos.

While they were hiking in sunny
Phoenix, their space was being gut-
ted — carpeting pulled out, a large
pantry removed and, an arched wall
between two small front rooms torn
out to create a larger living and din-
ing area.

New maple hardwood was also
feathered in with the old on the main
floor and stained dark, alongside new
white cabinetry and pot lighting, not
to mention a freshly painted fireplace
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that was refaced
with slate.

When the pair
returned from
their travels, they
had to live in their
basement for about
a month before the
renovation was
complete.

“We had to move
every single item upstairs or
downstairs, because they were doing
the floor. We had to clear a little hole

IT WAS AN

EASY DECISION,
BECAUSE WE LOVED
THE AREA AND LOVE
WHAT WE'VE GOT
HERE. SO INSTEAD WE
SAID WE’LL TAKE OUT
SOME HALF-WALLS AND
WALLS, OPEN IT UP AND
MODERNIZE IT.”

GLEN BELBECK
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in the basement to live in,” Janet said
with a laugh.

The fresh space showcases the
pair’s extensive antique collection,
with floating wood shelves and
cubbyholes in the kitchen stacked
with vintage tins and feature bottles
from Glen’s great-uncle’s Ontario
dairy. A wooden toolbox from a 1901
Singer sewing machine informed the
stain colour for the shelves, with the
custom rustic living-edge dining and
prep tables flanking the large quartz
island.

A relaxing palette of pale grey and
wedgewood blue offsets the white
cabinetry. High-end Kitchen Aid,
Sharp and Miele appliances were
alongside an induction cooktop and
a clever microwave drawer built into
the island.

The Belbecks estimate the renova-
tion added more than $100,000 to the
value of the home.

“It really feels like we got a new
house without moving,” Janet says.

ONE BEDROOM CONDO IN BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE SETTING
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RE/MAX Landan Real Estate ¥

TAKE A LOOK at this IMMACULATLEY cared for

one bedroom condo. This TOP FLOOR UNIT offers

a SPACIOUS feel with an OPEN floor plan. Lovely
PRIVATE SETTING with a COVERED BALCONY facing
on to a GROVE OF TREES. UPDATED KITCHEN with
new TILE back splash, GRANITE counters, UNDER
COUNTER lighting and CERAMIC TILE floor. IN-SUITE
LAUNDRY, SECURE building with titled underground
parking and STORAGE LOCKER. Adult lifestyle in
this 50+ complex. NUMERIOUS AMENITIES include
guest suites, games room, coffee room, craft room,
exercise room, wood working shop and car wash.
CONVENIENT LOCATION, ONLY MINUTES to all the
shops and services at Westhills Towne Centre.
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EXCEPTIONAL HOME ON 12.4 ACRES OFF HORSE CREEK ROAD
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Sutton Group Canwest (Vista)

3,900

441 Marina Drive CHESTERMERE

Lovely home built by Lupi Luxury homes located in Westmere. Spacious foyer with
beautiful new flooring. Maple kitchen offers large centre island with breakfast
bar, walk-in pantry and plenty of cabinets, a Jenn-air fridge, double ovens and an
adjacent dining area. The bright spacious living room features a gas fireplace. The
basement is fully finished and offers a family room/games room and storage area.
Triple car garage with 8 ft. doors. MLS®C4092336

47 Ferncliff Crescent SE FAIRVIEW

Full renovated beautiful family bungalow, professionally updated to a sophisticated
open concept home. Stunning hardwood floors run throughout main level. Spacious

/; T o living rm w/ flagstone gas fireplace. Immaculate kitchen and an adjacent dining

ANIBAL RODRIGUES
Phone 403.512.1930

area. Two bedrms, an ensuite and powder rm complete the main floor. Including
infloor heating, triple pane windows, furnace, AC, hot water tank, humidifier, Roxsul
insulation, new carport, 30 year shingles, soffit, plus much more. MLS®C4096214

‘ RUI TORNEIRD
Phone 403.510.3358

www.calgarybuysellhomes.ca

4 UNITS IN COPPERWOOD - SPRUCE CLIFF - INNER CITY

5,552 sq ft of Living space! Professionally
Measured. Exceptional home with the latest
modern features; 4 car garage. In Floor heat-
luxury Ensuite-Steam Shower, towel warmers,
body sprays, rain shower head & leads
directly to covered heated Patio overlooking
pond with fountain & lights. the Electronic
Screen shields wind & overhead gas heating
system for chilly evenings. 2-Storey Stone
Fireplace, Wood Barrel Ceiling, built in hot
tub, pergola, main floor and upper laundry
rooms. Walk-out BSMT has Guest room/
ensuite bathroom, Wet Bar, Flex, Media, &
Exercise Rooms, TENNIS & BASKETBALL
COURT with lights & sound. Separate
workshop 40'x54'-12'wide slider door, radiant
heat system. Listing agents are related to the
Sellers. MLS® C4056357

$1,890,000

12.01 ACRES WITH GREAT LOCATIONS FOR BUILDING SITE

Property is fenced with a riding coral approx. 200’ x 100". Horse Creek is on the west
side and there is a seasonal creek on the north that is a tributary that feeds Horse Creek.
The driveway is in, Power & Gas are at the property. Well is approx 160 feet deep and
provides 10+ GPM. Listing agent is related to the Sellers. MLS® C4065017

$499,000

DEBBY MOMM

One of Calgary’s most sought after locations for its access to Bow River, minutes to
downtown corridor, walk to LRT, shops and library nearby. Copperwood Complex sits on
the skirts of Shaganappi Golf Course with access to bike trails, walks to the river and
Edworthy Park. LOVE EXTRAS? Full gym facility, guest suite, indoor car wash, craft room,
bike storage and underground secured heated PARKING.

Choose from 4 units available with 2 bedroom and 2 bathroom options.

MLS®C4099647 - $409,000 - 9 storey concrete building, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath unit
MLS®C4099618 - $505,000 - 2 bedrooms + den, 2 full bathrooms
MLS®C4097094 - $529,200 - Penthouse with 2 bedrooms + den
MLS®C4087218 - $369,000 - 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
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